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Grade 1, Unit 6: Three Cheers for Us!

Home Letter

Lesson 26
B L A C K L I N E  M A S T E R  2 6 . 1 7

Dear Family,
We’re moving on to a theme called Three Cheers 
for Us! During this theme, we’ll explore the 

Big Idea, “Always try your best.” The selections 

in this unit offer lessons about the importance 

of trying new things and persevering through 

obstacles.

This week we’ll meet characters who have 

difficulty expressing themselves. In the realistic 

fiction story The Dot, we’ll read about a fictional 

girl who has trouble drawing a polar bear. 

Children will meet more artists in the biography 

Artists Create Art! Children will also explore 

the question “How are ways to make art the 

same and different?”

This week’s…
Words to Know: above, bear, even, 
pushed, studied, surprised, teacher, toward

Phonics Skills: Base words/inflections 
-ed, -ing (CVCe, CVC); long e spelling 
patterns y, ie

Vocabulary Strategy: Figurative 
language (idioms)

Comprehension Skill: Compare and 
contrast—tell how two things are alike 
or not

Comprehension Strategy: Monitor/
clarify—tell how you feel about the text 
and why

Writing Focus: Write to respond—
sentences (opinion)

Go to the Student eBook to read and listen to 
this week’s selection.

Activities to Do Together

Vocabulary
See how many of this week’s Words to Know you and your child can use in one sentence.

Try New Things
What things come easily to you and your child? What things are more difficult to learn? 
Discuss how trying new things can be scary at first, but exciting in the end.

I Did It!
Ask your child, “What is something you thought you’d never learn, but now you know how 
to do?” Have your child write a few sentences to answer the question.

The Dot
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